
   
 

 

June 2, 2020 

 

From the SU President: In Response to George Floyd’s Death 
 

 

Am I my brother’s keeper? 

  

Like many of you, I am struggling with the pain and knowledge that George Floyd died under the knee of 

one who claimed to serve and protect. It has been said that as George passed, he bled on the pavement. 

The turmoil within us is real. There should be turmoil when we are faced with such senseless loss of 

life—a life that our God created with all that a good God hopes for his children (Eph. 2:10). We should 

experience pain when we as Christians witness such a tragedy. 

  

On Monday, an African-American friend shared that the Lord had called him to Genesis 4:8-10: 

 

8 Now Cain said to his brother Abel, 'Let's go out to the field.' While they were in the field, Cain attacked 

his brother Abel and killed him. 9 Then the LORD said to Cain, 'Where is your brother Abel?' 'I don't 

know,' he replied. 'Am I my brother's keeper?' 10 The LORD said, 'What have you done? Listen! Your 

brother's blood cries out to me from the ground.  

  

“Listen! your brother’s blood cries out to me from the ground.”   

  

I am confident that God heard George’s blood hit the ground, and I am confident that our God grieves 

deeply at the affront, our apathy, our indifference. 

  

It is not just the pain of watching George die, but the hundreds of thousands of senseless deaths it 

represents and draws to the surface where we must face our own responsibility of our society historically 

standing by either smugly or with indifference. 

  

At Simpson University, we affirm the right to life for all persons and know that when 

Black Lives Matter then we can finally say all lives matter. We believe that this is a time to stand 

together, that our hope in Jesus Christ is more than words, that we rally and cry out and live the truth that 

we are our brother’s keeper. Ours is a calling to hope and restoration and love and listening. Ours is a 

commitment to safety and listening and planning for a future where we are all called to live our lives 

incarnationally. This is not an easy path; excuses come easy, and the grooves in our souls—cut by past 

lives and habits and jokes formed from unquestioned and systemic rehearsed behaviors—will have to 

become the stuff of conversation, reprogramming and preparation for sacramental living if we hope to 

usher in a future where all our children are safe. 

 

 

https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/4/Genesis-4-8.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/4/Genesis-4-9.html
https://www.bibleref.com/Genesis/4/Genesis-4-10.html


 

As your President, and on behalf of the President’s Cabinet and Board of Trustees, we simply cannot 

allow these offenses to drift by unexamined and unconfronted. We must begin to set the table to recognize 

this truth and live as academic leaders toward solutions, toward peace, toward bringing light to the dark 

places. 

  

We must begin by seeing and acknowledging the roots of injustice that occur every day around us. Today 

we begin again to examine and grapple with the overtones of racism, that we may confront in love every 

one of the many subtle and not-so-subtle expressions of hatred, exclusivity, racism and prejudice.  

 

As American educator Ernest Boyer said, “In the halls of the Christian academy we must pursue a just 

community; a place where the dignity of all individuals is affirmed and where equality of opportunity is 

vigorously pursued. Affirming justice is one of the most urgent obligations higher education—and the 

nation—now confront…  Inequality may be rooted in society at large. But it still falls on higher education 

to have an unequivocal commitment to social justice. The goal must be for equality for all.”  

 

Pursue Shalom,  

 
 

Norman D. Hall, Ed.D. 

President 

  

  
  
*Find Simpson University’s Diversity Statement at simpsonu.edu/diversity. 
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